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70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
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L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to tlie elements of the international application: 
^ the international ^plication as originally filed 
I I the description: 



. , as originally filed 

. filed with the demand 

P^®s ^ , filed with the letter of 



I I the claims: 

^^^^^ — . , as originally filed 

as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 



^ , filed with the demand 

P^^^ : , filed with the letter of 



I I the drawings: 
pages 

— ^ , , as ongmally filed 

— ^, filed with the demand 

. . filed with the letter of 

the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 



^^^^^ filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 



^' language, all tiie elements niarked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 

the mtemational application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item b vviuwi 

These elements were available or fiimished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

LJ tiie language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
— language of publication of the international ^plication (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

OT^553)"^^ translation fiunished for the purposes of mtemational preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

.JI^iJlL.^Sllv^^,;^^.' ""^^ V'^?'' ""^T '''''^ sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 

prelunmary examination was earned out on the basis of the sequence listing- ^mauuuai 

contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written fom. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
mtemational application as filed has been fiimished. 

LJ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. * 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
I the description, pages 



the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets^g . 



5. □ ^P^^ J?.^ established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated In the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been fiirnislwd to the receiving OJTice in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
and 70 ^ or/^a/ft/yJ/et/ and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70,16 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to i^ovelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



L Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-35 YES 

aaims * NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims 1-3S NO 

Industrial ^licability (lA) Claims 1-35 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 



Dociiments: 

1. WO, 01-24756, Al (KIMBERLY-CLARK WORLDWIDE, INC.) 

2. JP, 2001-212177, A (JAPAN ABSORBENT TECHNOLOGY INSTITUTE) 

3. JP, 2-176, Y2 (K.K. KOYO) 

4. JP, 61-30657, Y2 (YUZURU YAMADA) 

5. CD-ROM of the specification and drawings annexed to the written application of Japanese 
UtiUty Model AppUcation No. 86598/1992 (Laid-open No. 44527/1994) (K.K. RARA) 

6. JP, 6-30175, Y2 (SANYO YAKUHIN KOGYO CO., LTD.) 

7. JP, 3-30101, Y2(K.K. RARA) 

8. JP, 7-124190, A (K:K. KOYO) 

9. JP, 10-243963, A (OJI PAPER CO., LTD.) 

10. CD-ROM of the specification and drawings annexed to the written application of Japanese 
UtiUty Model AppUcation No. 63067/1993 (Laid-open No, 28903/1995) (K.K. SANTTTO) 

11. JP, 7-278904, A (SHIMAZU-IRYO CO., LTD.) 

12. CD-ROM of the specification and drawings annexed to the written appUcation of Japanese 
UtiUty Model AppUcation No. 31536/1993 (Laid-open No. 80418/1994) (YOSHIRO 
MATSUmSA) 

13. JP, 2584082, Y2 (YOSHINO HATTORI) 

14. WO, 97-46198, Al (THE PROCTER & GAMBLE COMPANY) 

Document 1 describes an absorbing product that has an absorbing member 18 with a sUt 54 and 
central gaps 66 and 72. Document 2 describes a cover (underpants) eqxiipped inside itself with an 
absorbing sheet 6 consisting of a nonwoven fabric base material 1 1 provided with high-absorbing 
layer 12 disposed at a pluraUty of separations and an absorbing sheet 61 that absorbs inside pocket 
portions via apertures W. Documents 3 and 4 describe the point about providing a member to disperse 
and conduct urine at the aperture of a female absorbing sheet having a water-absorbing body inside a 
waterproof sheet. Document 5 describes a urine-absorbing bag having a bag part 2 equipped with a 
cut part 8 that can be instaUed in/removed from underpants witii two-sided adhesive tape la 
Document 6 describes the point about attaching a urine leak prevention belt having a fold-over part 
and a pocket q>erture part to underpants with an attachment part 3; the belt has a bag-like part 2 with a 
urine-absorbing body 9 consisting of pujip or polymer, etc. inserted therein, a loopback piece part, and 
an aperture part. Document 7 describes the point about being able to secure a urine-absorbing bag 
cOTsisting of a waterproof layer equipped with an insertion hole 6, a pluraUty of water-absorbing 
layers, surface paper, etc. to underpants with two-sided adhesive tape 5. Document 8 describes the 
point about attaching an incontinence treatment product equipped with an absorbing body 6 and 
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Continuation of Box V: 

having a pocket aperture part 5 to underpants with a mounting material 15. Document 9 describes the 
point about an absorbent treatment sheet being formed of a nonwoven fabric that disintegrates upon 
contact with water. Document 10 describes incontinence underpants whose crotch part has a water- 
absorbiag member witii a removable waterproof film using a face fastener 26. Document 1 1 describes 
incontinence imderpants provided with a removable auxiUary member 3 consisting of a water- 
absorbing layer sheet 8 and a waterproof layer sheet 9. Document 12 describes underpants with an 
absorbent pad with adhesive tape and a mesh for attaching the pad. Document 13 describes the point 
about making the absorbrat pad inside imderpants replaceable. Document 14 describes underpants 
consisting of a flat woven unit with a removable absorbing body. 

Therefore the subject matter of claims l-'35 could easily be conceived by a person skilled in 
the art based on the descriptions in the aforesaid documents 1-^14 and does not involve an inventive 
step. 
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